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 Historians generally use newspaper for three purposes: 
 Learning facts about specific events 
 Looking for long term trends 
 Searching for details or the texture surrounding an event – a fact or story that 
illuminates or complicates a larger pattern. 1 
It means that newspapers are very important source for writing history. It fills the gaps between 
historical, social, political events which are ignored by other sources.After the War of Independence 
(1857), Muslims were continuously being suffered socially, economically and politically by the ruler. In 
these circumstances Sir Syed Ahmad khan (1817-1898) started his movement for reforming the Muslim 
society. He decided to use the power of the press to communicate his message to the Muslims of India. 
He not only preached the loyalty to the British but his journalism was also aimed at the social reforms. 2 
          Sir Syed formed a society called the scientific society in 1863 and it brought out a paper, the 
Scientific Society Magazine. It aimed at disseminating correct, accurate and authentic news of national 
and international significance. The paper was absolutely free from exaggeration.3In1870, he started 
Risala-Tahzib-Ul-Akhlaq. Both the newspapers proved themselves a source of history at that time. 
 Twentieth century is known for the political development and awareness of the Muslims of 
India. The Muslims established a political partyin 1906 in the name of All India Muslim League and the 
Muslim leadership started trying to protect the rights of Muslims of India.  Muslim press also played its 
role for their political consciousness. With the start of the second decade of the century, the Muslims 
created new and young journalists which were anti British and with the vengeance. Muhammad Ali 
Jauhar started his ‘Comrade’ followed soon after by the Urdu paper ‘Hamdard’. MaulanaAbulKalam 
Azad embarked on his adventure periodical journalism in the shape of ‘Al – Hilal’ andZafar Ali Khan 
converted the ‘Zamindar’ to an Urdu daily from Lahore. 4 
 This research paper is about the contribution of daily “Zamindar” which proved itself a source of 
history whether those were the internal political issues of India or out of India. Like, the British attitude 
towards Turkey during First World War and the ensuing of the Khilafat issue, which was completely 
reported by the newspaper. It also contributed equally in pan Islamism, Hindu – Muslim unity, women 
and student participation in the politics for the first time. 
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Zamindar also contributed its role for the constitutional development in Muslim Populated 
areas like NWFP(North West Frontier Province) and Baluchistan. It also played significant role in the 
reorganization of the Muslim League and to promote the idea of a separate homeland for the Muslims 
of South Asia. So, Zamindar proved itself a source of history from the First World War to the end of 
Second World War and for a demand of separate country for the Muslims of India (Pakistan). However 
no independent book or article has been written about the role of ‘Zamindar” for those issues and the 
area remained largely neglected. 
This research paper focuses on the material presented in the “Zamindar” and by an indepth 
analysis of its contents, along with other primary and secondary sources, attempts to highlight its role in 
bringing about that newspaper is an important source of history. It argues that “Zamindar” through its 
news, editorials and articles played a significant role in the political awakening of the Muslims of India 
and proved itself a source of history for the Muslims of South Asia. 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan and Zamindar: 
The publication of Zamindar was started by MaulviSirajud Din Ahmed (Father of Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan) in 1903. In the beginning, it played an important role to protect the rights of the cultivators of 
the Punjab and was least interested in Political issues of India. However, when Maulana Zafar Ali Khan 
(1873-1956) took the editorship of the paper (after the death of his father in 6th December, 1909), he 
carried to continue its publication as he promised to his father. He also started to take keen interest in 
Politics like the other graduates of Aligarh, that’s why he was present in the foundation session of 
Muslim League in Dacca on 30th December, 1906. 5Zamindar’s publication began from Lahore in May 
1911. Instead of Wazirabad (Karamabad) 6. Under his leadership, a new spirit was infused in the paper. 
Within a short time it was transformed into a first rate daily newspaper. At that time it was the most 
important newspaper of Punjab. Zamindar was launched to struggle for the Muslim rights. It played a 
significant role in awakening the Muslim massed in framing their Political outlook. It gained its real 
popularity during the Italian in vision of Tripoli (1911) and the Balkan War (1912). Zamindar condemned 
the British inaction with regard to the Italian aggression against Turkey. Its editor Maulana Zafar Ali Khan 
addressed numerous Public meetings in Lahore, which were attended as many Twenty to Twenty five 
thousand people. He also started collecting donation for Turkey and personally went to Istanbul to 
present it to the Turkish Khalifa Sultan Muhammad Khamas. 7 
 Zamindar, First World War and Khilafat Issue: 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was the follower of Syed Jamal ud Din. Afghan (1838) and his idea of Pan 
Islamism. Although he was inspired by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan (1817-1898) and his educational program, 
yet, he differed with his policy of cooperation with the British Government, he also disagreed with the 
successors of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, who had established a Political  Party (Muslim League) but 
continued the loyalty and sincerity with the English rulers. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was totally against 
friendship and cooperation of any kind with the British because he was a great critic of them. So, 
Zamindar’s first stand was for the Muslim Countries, which were suffering a lot. He realized the Muslims 
of India through his paper that they should be united with their co-religionist and not rely on the British 
ruler. 8 
The First World War was started in 1914 between British and Germany. Some countries joined 
hands with Britain 9 and some others decided to be the ally of Germany. 10 Turkey did not have friendly 
relations neither with Britain nor with Germany but due to Tripoli and Balkan Wars did it haveenmity 
with England. So, it announced to join War against England and it’s allied in November 1914. 11 The 
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Muslims of India were worried if Turkey would meet defeat in the war, then what would be the future of 
Khilafat and the Holy places under it. 
The Indian Muslims had been loyal to the British from the War of Independence (1857) and even 
Muslims Press like Paisa Akhbar Lahore and Sher-e-Punjab Lahore had the opinion that Turkey was not 
fighting its own war, it was doing just in favor of Germany.12 There was another group of Muslim press 
which openly sympathized with Turks. It included Hamdard and Comrade of Maulana Muhammad Ali 
Jauhar (1878-1931) and Al Hilal of MaulanaAbulKalam Azad (1888-1958) and Zamindar of Maulana Zafar 
Ali Khan. They wrote lengthy articles in favor of Turkey and Khilafat Issue. Ali Brothers and Maulana 
Zafar Ali Khan were interned by the authorities for five years (1914-1919).  
The Indian Muslims remained supportive with British Government throughout the war (1914-
1918) with man and material. They were given the assurance by the Secretary of State for Indian Affairs 
Sir Edward Gray (1862-1933) that the Holy Places of the Muslims under Turkey would be preserved and 
they were also assured that in case of defeat, Turkey would not be given severe Punishment. 13 Lloyd 
George (1863-1945), the British Prime Minister was continuously assuring the Muslims of India till 5th 
January,1918, when the war was about to an end that, “Nor we were fighting to deprive Turkey of its 
Capital nor of the rich renowned land of Asia minors and Thrace, which were Predominantly Turkish in 
race” 14 
At the end of the War, when Turkey was defeated, the British Government changed its attitude, 
forgets its promises during the war, entered its forces into Mosul and by backing of British 
Constantinople was occupied by the Allies. Turkish army was disarmed and innocent civilians were 
treated inhumanly, western Statements and newspapers were against Turkey and demanding severest 
punishments for Turkey. They were also demanding that Turkey should be reduced at the level of forth 
rate power. 15 
The Indian Muslims were greatly concerned about those development with reference to Turkey. 
Now they also knew about the four secret agreements between Britain and her allies. They were: 
1) The Constantinople Agreement (18th March, 1915), that was between France and Russia. 
2) The secret treaty of London (26th April, 1915), between Britain, France and Russia. 
3) The Sykes Picot Agreement (18th May, 1916), between Britain and Russia. 
4) The St. Joan de Maurice Agreement (17th April, 1917) between Britain, France and Italy. 16 
Due to these Pacts the Muslims of India were shocked and they thought themselves to have 
been cheated and betrayed by the British Government. So, they decided to remind the British 
Government to its war time promises. In this perspective several actions were taken by the Muslims of 
India from May to December 1919, including a request to the British Prime Minister from the Muslims of 
India living in England, a Petition from the Muslims of India to the British Prime Minister expressing the 
sentiments and feelings of the Indian Muslims over the Turkish Problems, Khilafat Issue and the 
importance of the integrity and preservation of the Turkish territories. The Government was not paying 
attention to those appeals. The Indian Muslims had to establish All India Khilafat Conference in Bombay 
with branches in all Provinces of India. 
Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was appointed as the Secretary of Punjab Khilafat Committee. A number 
of conferences held under the Khilafat Committee Maulana Zafar Ali Khan addressed the conferences in 
Burhanpur17, Lahore 18, Rawalpindi 19, Calcutta 20, and Allahabad.21 
In a conference at Burhanpur he explained the religious importance of the Khilafat saying that: 
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Khilafat is purely an Islamic term, which is used in 
the Holy book (Al-Quran) for so many times. It does not 
mean a spiritual leadership only. The concept of state 
and government is also connected with it. And Khalifa 
means a ruler, who implements the laws, formulated by 
the Almighty God. 22 
The details of these conferences were published in the daily Zamindar regularly and the Muslims 
not only from Punjab but from all parts of India were anxious to read the views of Maulana Zafar Ali 
Khan about the Turkish Khilafat. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan also addressed in many public meetings in many 
cities of Punjab like Gujranwala, Sialkot, Qasur, Rawalpindi, Sheikhupura, Wazirabad, Gujrat, Amritsar. 
Lahore was the center of public meetings. People used to come from suburb areas and listened his 
speeches about the sufferers of Ottoman Empire. The details of those public meetings were published in 
the Zamindar. 
Zamindar created the sense of Pan-Islamism among the Muslims of India. Now they were 
considering the case of Turkish Khilafat as their internal issue. The paper realized them that Muslims 
whether from India or Turkey were suffering due to Britain. So instead of relying on the British rulers 
they should depend on themselves and the Muslims world should be united against the British 
imperialism. 
Before the Khilafat Movement no relationship was developed between the public and the 
leaders. Now, according to the report of Zamindar, the leadership of the Movement started to visit 
cities, towns and villages and started addressing huge public meetings. A numbers of processions were 
taken out against the Government. Zamindar created the habit of reading of newspaper among the 
Indian people. They were anxious to know about the developments of the Khilafat Movements, 
publishing regularly in the Zamindar. People started to discuss political Issues with their family 
members, in the streets, with the hawkers and tea stalls also became the center of political discussions 
during the Khilafat Movement and that was a new thing. 
 
 
Hindu Muslim Unity andZamindar 
Zamindar played an important role in creating Hindu Muslin unity during the Khilafat 
Movement. The political scenario of the Indian Politics like the Khilafat issue during the First World War, 
Rowlett Act of 1919, JallianwalaBagh Tragedy and Martial Law of 1919 in Punjab moreover K.M Gandhi’s 
(1869-1948) entry in Indian politics and his ambition to become a top class leader, allthose factors 
played an important role for the Hindu Muslim Unity. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was totally in favor of 
Hindu Muslim Unity. Like Muhammad Ali Jinnah he was of the opinion that joint effort of the Indian was 
essential to get rid of the British rule. He was also inspired by Gandhi, who had the sympathy with the 
Muslim on Khilafat Issue, “That such an opportunity would not come in a hundred years”. 23 
After the announcement of the Sevres Treaty on 10th August, 1920 under the guidance of 
Gandhi, non-cooperation was to adopt. Zamindar published a long article in favor of the non-
cooperation movement that included: 
1) Renunciation of honorary posts, titles and membership of councils. 
949 
 
2) Giving up appointments in the police and military forces. 
3) Refusal to pay taxes. 
4) Giving up posts under the Government. 24 
Along with Ali Brothers, Dr. Saifud Din Kitchlew, AbulKalam Azad, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan started 
to visit India from one part to the other part to promote the non-cooperation movement. He was so 
extremist for the Hindu Muslim Unity. On 1st may, 1920 Zamindar wrote on the occasion of EidulAzha on 
the advice of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan that the Muslims of India should avoid the sacrifice of cow because 
it caused to hurt the feelings of Hindu Community. 25 On 2nd September, 1920 Zamindar published a 
speech of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan from Allahabad, who advised the Indian people to follow the boycott 
and non-cooperation movement. 26 
On the advice of AbulKalam Azad, Swedish Movement (Boycott to foreign goods) was started. 
He said at Agra that Ninety Crore rupees were transported from India to those treasurers which were 
being used to eliminate Islam. 27 
The beautiful dream of Hindu Muslim unity continued till the arrest of Muhammad Ali Jauhar, 
who at the Karachi session of the Khilafat Conference, moved a resolution urging the Muslims to give up 
their military jobs. 28 Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was also arrested due to a speech at Hazru (Attock) on 15 
August, 1920, he advised the people to boycott the Government and to withdraw from the Government 
posts and titles, the memberships of councils and to serve the British Army. 29 
After the arrest of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan and the Ali Brothers, the main leadership of the 
movement went to the hands of Gandhi, who brought about an end to the movement due to the lame 
excuse of Ahinsa (Nonviolence) as a result of ChoraChori incident. And after that a long bloody chain of 
Hindu Muslim started from 1922-1924 in Multan, Saharanpur, Kohat, and Rawalpindi which took a loss 
of 450 lives. 30 Secondly Hindu extremist movemants like Suddhi and Sangathan were started by 
PandatMadanMohinMalvia, LalaLaj Pal Rai and Shardhanand, which aimed to eliminate the Muslims 
from India.Now the emotional attitude of the Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was turned only to the Muslims of 
India. This later on became helpful for his joining to Muslim League. 
Secondly, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan and his paper tried to hold fast to his vision of pan Islamism. 
After the abolition of the Khilafat Institution from Turkey he diverted his attention to Hijaz Issue. He was 
truly in favor of Ibn – e – Saud. He visited Hijaz for two times. He was of the opinion that Ibn – e – Saud 
would be able to establish a center for Islamic World and model Muslim republic. 31 
Zamindar and Women’s Participation in Politics 
Zamindar highlighted the female participation in the politics for the first time in the history of 
British Colonial Period. The first Muslim woman, who actively involved herself in this national movement 
was, Abadi Begum (1852 – 1924), the mother of Shoukat Ali and Muhammad Ali Jauhar, more popularly 
known as Bi - Amman. During the Khilafat days she was about 73 years old but she made a powerful 
appeal to the drooping spirit of the Indian masses. 32 
With the start of the First World War, when her son Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar wrote a 
lengthy article in the name of “The Choice of the Turks”, in his newspaper “Comrade” and was arrested 
by the government. Bi-Amman once again came to occupy remarkable place in the Khilafat Movement. 
During the session of the All India Muslim League in 1917, she delivered a most touching speech which 
left ever lasting effect on the Muslim masses. She appealed to the Indian Muslims to join the Khilafat 
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movement for their co-religionists. 33 She toured the country, addressed large gatherings of people, 
which flocked to hear her and they were advised to follow the footsteps of her sons in the new struggle. 
Zamindar stated that before the Khilafat Movement, the Hindus and Muslims had kept 
themselves away from each other but the speeches of Bi-Amman led a distinct departure from this 
attitude and helped in bringing about Hindu Muslim unity to fight the common foe – the British. The 
Zamindar of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan continuously reported and published all the speeches of Bi-Amman 
of the public meetings, which she delivered for the Hindu Muslin unity. 
The female leadership, which was greatly supported by their Christian and Hindu counterparts, 
followed the Non-cooperation Movement. K. M Gandhi promised a more active role for women than 
that of men. Women interested in politics like SarojniNaido had several meetings to show their support.  
During the Non Cooperation Movement, the Indian women were also advised by their female 
leadership not to use silk clothes of the British. So in Bengal, the women boycotted the foreign silk and 
the Khilafat volunteer sold Khaddar on the streets of Calcutta. Daily newspaper Zamindar reported that 
in marriage parties, the Hindu women, who were very fond of silk sarees, were seen in khaddar dress 
side by side their male members. The editor of Zamindar requested the Muslim males and females to 
follow this practice and boycott the foreign cloth. 34 As a result, most of the female leaders were 
arrested. The arrest of respectable ladies was viewed as an appropriate tactics to shame the men to 
joining the protest. Even when at the Karachi session of the Khilafat conference, Muhammad Ali Jauhar, 
moved a resolution, urging the Muslim soldiers to give up their jobs. He was arrested by the 
Government. Bi-Amman said that “she would be compelled to bring her daughter in-law (AmjadiBano, 
the wife of Muhammad Ali Jauhar) in the field to carry out the campaign” 35 and actually she did so. She 
replaced her illustrious sons in popularity and leadership. 
 The famous Urdu couplets: 
Boli Amman Muhammad Ali Ki 
Jaan Beta Khilafat Pay De Do 
SathTereHaiShaukat Ali Bhi 
Jaan Beta Khilafat Pay De Do 
  Said the mother of Muhammad Ali 
Son, laydown your life for the Khilafat 
Shaukat Ali is by your side 
Son, laydown your life for the Khilafat 
This song became household words and were sung in every nook and corner of the subcontinent 
by all sects of people irrespective of caste and creed. 
She presided over the All India Ladies Conference, which was held on December 30, 1921 in 
Ahmadabad. About six thousand women listened Bi-Amman and were advised to enlist as volunteers, if 
their menfolk’s were arrested, to join the picket lines and keep the flag flying. 36 
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Zamindarreported that female Khilafat committees were constituted throughout the sub-
continent. Bi- Amman visited and addressed public meetings in Lahore, 37 Amritsar, 38 Lyallpur, 
39Hushiarpur, 40 Saharanpur, 41Hazara, 42Simla, 43Beejapur, 44Jonepura, 45and Karachi, 46 to 
popularize the non-co-operation and boycott movement. She appealed to Hindu and Muslim women to 
forgive and forget and continue the fight for India’s freedom and the liberation of the Arab lands which 
were under European control. 
Her public role and speeches were not acceptable for some conservative Muslim religious 
leaders. They issued a fatwa that it is haram to hear the speeches of women. 47 The central Khilafat 
committee issued a statement that this was wrong and Islam has given rights and freedom to women, 
and in the early days of Islam women used to accompany men to the battlefield and help them. 48 She 
didn’t care about these things and continued her job. 
Zamindar reported that a sum of three lacs of rupees had been collected for the Khilafat fund, 
49 which increased up to 25 lac in a very short time. According to the statement of Maulana 
Muhammad Ali Jauhar, the amount was about45 lac.50 
Bi Amman along with other Muslim ladies, Begum Muhammad Ali, Begum HasratMohani, 
Begum Abdul  Majid , Begum Saif-ud-Din Kitchlew and her Christian and Hindu counterparts, Mrs. Annie 
Beasant, SarojniNaido, Sarala Devi, and Beasant Devi continued her struggle against British imperialism 
and its aggressive policy toward Turkey till abolition of the institution of Khilafat in 1924. 51 
According to the report of Zamindar, the far reaching impact of the women’s role in Khilafat 
movement was marvelous. Before that there were people who were week, hugged caste and religious 
prejudices, and fears of neighbor. However, there was a new spirit in the land, and new classes of 
people, women, peasant and workers, men of religion or no religion- were joining the freedom struggle. 
Bi- Amman had set an example by coming out of home and addressing the people. The Khilafat 
Movement created political consciousness among the Muslim women. It produced a broad based 
women leadership and taught the techniques of organizing a mass movement among them. The Indian 
women started to adopt simple living, they discarded silky and imported clothes, sold their jewelry and 
donated it to the Turkish relief fund. 52 Women, especially the Muslim women, had begun to participate 
in the freedom struggle.  
Bi Amman proved that female participation in the political movement not only provided moral 
and material support for the development of anti-colonialist politics but it also gave encouragement to 
the women of other Muslim countries, who were passing through same situation. Zamindar published 
the report on 7th May 1922 that the Egyptian women were greatly impressed by Bi- Amman’s practical 
role in politics and decided to follow her in their freedom struggle. 53 
Students Participation in the Politics 
Zamindar also played significant role in promoting student participation in the politics. 
According to the advice of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, the Muslim students avoided and kept themselves 
away from the politics. The practice continued till the start of the Khilafat Movement. Now the Muslim 
press, especially Zamindar encouraged the students for their active participation in the movement. So, 
under the Non Cooperation Movement, the educational institutions were told not to receive the 
government grant, the students were asked to leave the colleges and teacher should resign. So, the 




Zamindaradvised the students to boycott the foreign cloth and to wear Khaddar dress in their 
educational institutions. 54Zamidar published a report on 2st December 1920 that 75% students from 
Dyal Singh College were seen in Khaddar dress. 55 It was reported by Zamindar that the female students 
from Bengal marched out while wearing Khaddar and were arrested by the police. The paper also 
observed country wide strikes against the Government during the Khilafat Movement.56 Although the 
students get loss by deviating from the education, yet that courage displayed by the students created 
self confidence in them and later on they participated in the freedom struggle of India and then 
Pakistan. 
 
Zamindar and the Constitutional Development in North West Frontier Province (Khyber 
PakhtunKhwa) and Baluchistan 
 Zamindar’s constitutional struggle in NWFP and Baluchistan is unforgettable. N.W.F.P was one 
of the most important Muslim majority province in North India. It was a separate administration unit 
with limited administrative authority. On the other hand Baluchistan was the largest but least Muslim 
populated area of India during the British Colonial period. Its affairs were entrusted to the lower ranking 
agent to the Governor General of India and the Chief Commissioner. Both Muslim populated areas were 
neglected by the British Indian Government and even they weren’t benefitted from Constitutional 
Reforms, which had been started after War of Independence 1857.  It included the Government of India 
Act 1858, 1861, 1892 and Minto Morley Reforms of 1909. The Indians were given the right of vote for 
the first time in the Indian Councils Act of 1892. On the other hand, the Minto Morley Reforms of 1909 
made the Muslims happy because separate electorate for the Muslims was accepted under it. 57 The 
Muslim majority provinces like Punjab and Bengal were benefitted to some extent but the province of 
N.W.F.P and Baluchistan didn’t get any benefit by those reforms. 
 The Montague Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 were more liberal than the previous reforms 
because the establishment of “Diarchy” in the provincial sphere was the most fundamental and also the 
most novel feature of the act. 58 Under this system, the Provincial Government was divided into two 
parts, “reserved” and “transferred”. 59The great drawback of the 1919 Reforms was that it was not 
introduced in the Muslim populated regions, The NWFP and Baluchistan. According to the British 
Government these areas were not an appropriate constitutional and administrative unit managed under 
a chief commissioner. 
 Zamindar’s   struggle for the constitutional Reforms in NWFP was started from 1920.Zamindar 
tried its best to realize the British Government that there was a province, which was not benefitted by 
these reforms. The title of Sarzameen-i-Be-Ain (a land without Constitutional Reforms) was given to the 
Province by Zafar Ali Khan, the editor of Zamindar. In 1921, a series of twelve articles were published in 
the paper about the discriminating attitude of the British Government with reference to the 
constitutional and political development. Zamindar requested the Muslim members of the Central 
Legislature Assembly to present the case of NWFP to the Government. 60 The paper also requested the 
Muslims of the Punjab to support their Pakhtoon brothers. 61 As a result a resolution was passed in the 
Punjab University after a meeting in favor of constitutional development in NWFP. 62Now the Muslim 
leaders were taking keen interest in the constitutional issues of the Muslim majority regions like NWFP 
and Baluchistan that’s why the demand was included in the Delhi Proposals of Quaid – e – Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 1927 and in the 14 points of 1929. 
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 Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, a famous Muslim poet, philosopher and political leader presented the 
idea of Pakistan in 1930 in Allahabad address. In the same session, a resolution was adopted that was 
about the confirmation of full powers on the NWFP and Baluchistan. 63 The demand was also supported 
by the Hindu leaders like Motilal Nehru and Jawaharlal Nehru. That’s why the case for the introduction 
of constitutional reforms in NWFP and Baluchistan was discussed in the Round Table Conference in 
London 1930-1932. 
 The long awaiting demand of the Muslim about the full-fledged Provincial status of NWFP was 
fulfilled on December, 1931 by the British Government in the Communal Award. It was invested with 
Provincial Power for the first time under the Government of India Act 1935. Although Baluchistan was 
ignored, yet it was a great success of the Muslims of India. The credit must go to many Muslim leaders, 
leaders of other communities especially Hindu and Sikh, members of the Central Legislative Assembly 
andZamindar of Zafar Ali Khan, which constantly presented the constitutional case of NWFP from 1920-
1930. Now there was a new Muslim province prepared to play its role in the freedom struggle for the 
Muslims of India. 
Re-Organization of the Muslim League and Zamindar 
The Government of India Act 1935 was the last constitutional reforms from the British 
Government to the Indians. Under it Provincial elections were to be held in the winter of 1936-37 and 
the Government promised that the winning parties would be given the chance to establish their 
government in the Provinces. 
The Muslim League was in disintegrated state at that time. Although it was established in 1906, 
yet Muhammad Ali Jinnah joined it in 1913. At the same time he was the member of The All India 
Congress. So, he began to work for the Hindu Muslim Unity. And due to his efforts, Lucknow Pact was 
signed in 1916 between the two parties. The Congress accepted many Muslim demands like the Right of 
separate electorate, which it wasn’t accepting yet before. Khilafat Movement could be possible due to 
that unity in favor of Ottoman Empire. After the abolition of Khilafat Institution in 1924, the beautiful 
dream of Hindu Muslim Unity perished because Hindu leaders weren’t in a mood to continue this unity. 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah once again started to try for the Hindu Muslim Unity. But he was asked 
by the Congress leaders to withdraw the right of separate electorate. He was agreed to do so in the 
Delhi Proposals (1927). It was also excluded in the Nehru Report of 1928. In a result, Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah presented his 14 points in 1929 which reflected the demands, sentiments and aspiration of the 
Muslims. But the Congress didn’t accept it. 
The British Government had to announce the three Round Table Conferences in 1930 to 1932 in 
London, to solve the Constitutional problems of India. The attitude of Congress was so shocking and 
disappointing during these sessions that Muhammad Ali Jinnah decided to stay in London for 2 years.64 
On the request of Liaquat Ali Khan and Doctor Muhammad Iqbal, he returned India in 1934 and infused 
a new life and vigor in the Muslim League. 65 When the Indian government announced the elections, he 
decided to participate in the coming elections. 
The task before the Muslim League was, how to organize the Muslims of India with a view to 
ensure success in the elections. So, Muhammad Ali Jinnah started to visit Punjab, Bengal, U.P, Sindh, 
Bihar and North West Frontier Province for election campaign. The circumstances for the Muslim League 
were hopeless. The local parties had established in Muslim populated provinces and their leaders were 
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not agreed to join hands with Muhammad Ali Jinnah, that’s why the results of the elections were 
hopeless and Muslim League was unable to establish its government even in a single province of India.  
Muhammad Ali Jinnah started the task for mobilizing the Muslims soon after the elections in 
order to pursue the goal of securing broader Muslim support. He had to chalk out an effective political 
strategy which was based on major tactical moves. 66 He tried to gain the support of landlords, the 
Nawabs, educated class, bankers, industrialists, traders, women and students. The Lucknow session of 
All India Muslim League (1937) was significant in this context. Three premier, FazlulHaq from Bengal, Sir 
Sikander Hayat Khan from Punjab and Sir SaadUllah of Assam joined the Muslim League. It was a great 
success for the party and its leaders.67 The editor of Zamindar, Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, who established 
his own political party, Ittehad – e – Millat in 1936, presented his political services to Quaid – e – Azam 
and decided to continue his political struggle under the flag of the Muslim League. He started the 
campaign to convey the message of the party and to popularize it among the Muslims of India. 
Zamindartook the responsibility to report all political activities of the party. In 1939, Student Federation 
was also established in Lucknow. 68With branches in Delhi, C.P and Bombay for the active participation 
of the students in the politics side by side their studies. The students from North West Frontier Province, 
Sindh and Kashmir also joined this federation. 69 
Zamindar in its editorials, articles tried its best to realize the Muslims of India that the Muslim 
League was their only sole representative political party. Zafar Ali Khan started to visit a number of cities 
like Bijnore, U.P, Aligarh, Aurangabad, Calcutta, Bombay, and Shimla for bi election campaign. He not 
only addressed the public meetings but also advised the Muslims to join the Muslim League through his 
speeches and poetry. 70 As a result, the party won a number of seats. 
Zafar Ali Khan visited Baluchistan in July- August 1939, alongwithSardarGhulamTaraim and Qazi 
Isa and a branch of Muslim League was established there. MaulaBaksh was the president and Haji 
Muhammad Siddique Rishi was the general secretary of it. 71 While addressing there, he said,  
The Muslim league is the only Muslim Party which can 
guarantee your interests, sovereignty, integrity and 
independence as a separate nation. It is a solemn duty 
of every Muslim of Baluchistan to join Muslim League 
and strengthen it by extending all possible help and 
cooperation.72 
So, Zamindar and its editor being the right hand of Quaid – e – Azam M. A Jinnah contributed a 
lot to popularize the Muslim League in all parts of India. Due to the popularity, Quaid – e – Azam was 
able to put the demand of a separate homeland for the Muslims of India in the Lahore Session on 23rd 
March 1940. 
Zamindar and the Demand for Pakistan 1940 – 1947 
The Second World War was started in September 1939. In order to win the war, the British 
Government wanted help and cooperation of the Indian leaders. As the Congress was ruling in most of 
the provinces, so she agreed to help the government on the demand of the immediate Indian 
independence and the transfer of power. At that crucial point, the British Government could not ignore 
the minorities like Muslims and even Sikhs. So, the Congress decided to create constitutional deadlock 




 With the resignation, the Muslims of India get rid of that dangerous rule in which they were 
denied equality of opportunities and deprived of their rightful place in the administration. Symbol of 
Hindu Muslim raj and Hindu culture were adopted in Government institutions. Wardha Scheme (a 
system of compulsory education from 7 to 14 years) and VidyaMandir (Hindu temples of learning) were 
started. Schools began with the day by saluting Congress flag, by singing the Band – e – Matram (a 
notorious anti-Muslim song) and by Puja (worshiping) of Gandhi’s portrait. A systematic effort was made 
to replace Urdu with Hindi. Economically, the Muslims were being deprived. Moreover, the forbiddance 
of Azan, attacks on worshippers in mosques, the noisy processions before the mosques at the pray time 
was the daily practice. In case of inquiring, the official intervention was always biased in favor of the 
Hindus. 73 
  
The Zamindar criticized every policy of the Congress ministries and tried to realize the Muslims 
of India that Congress ministerial period was just a lesson for them and that was the result of their 
support to the Congress. So when Congress ministries resigned from the office, the Muslims of India 
observed a “Day of Deliverance” on 22d December 1939.74 Three months later, the demand for the 
partition of India was formally put forward by the Muslim League on 23rd March 1940. On 22nd March 
1940, Zamindar reported, 
 
Today, 27th session of the Muslim League is going to be 
held in the Minto Park, near the Badshahi Mosque. Such 
historical session deserves to be held in such a historical 
place. Here is the fort of the Akbar, the great, the 
Badshahi Mosque of Aurangzeb Alamgir and the grave 
of Dr. Iqbal (the great poet and philosopher) who 
infused a new life in the Muslim nation. 75 
 
On 23rd March, when Lahore resolution was presented, the editor of Zamindar along with other 
representatives of the Punjab seconded it and also translated it in Urdu. He also delivered a passionate 
speech which was published on 24th March 1940 in the paper. He said: 
 
The Muslims had been striving for the Hindu Muslim 
Unity for a long time. But they now realized because of 
the policies of the Congress that it was not sincere to 
the Muslims and it was trying to suppress the 
minorities. The Congress had clearly demonstrated 
through its ministries that it regarded itself a superior 
party as compared to the Muslim League and Muslims 
would not accept any constitutional formula which was 
not according to their demands. 76 
 
Zamindar once again took its responsibility to convey the idea of Pakistan to the Muslim masses. 
On the other hand, Indian politics could be considered a triangle from 1940 – 1945 during the Second 
World War. The British Government wanted help from India with man and material to win the war, the 
Congress was in the mood to black mail the government and was forcing it to transfer the power to 
Congress and the Muslims of India were protecting themselves from the Congress and even the British 




In 1942, the Congress launched Quit India movement to force the Government to leave India. 
Zamindar criticized the Congress and advised the Muslims of India to keep themselves away from such 
movements because it would be harmful for them. 77 
 
After the Second World War when British Government decided to leave India, election were to 
be held for the partition in 1946. Once again Zamindar played its role for the election campaign. Its 
editor Zafar Ali Khan who was the member of central Legislative Assembly, toured nearly all parts of 
India to convey the message of All India Muslim League. It was surely great leadership pf Quaid – e – 
Azam and the support of the Muslim press like Zamindar that Muslim League was able to raise its graph 
of popularity so rapidly that in the elections of 1946 the party won all the seats reserved for the Muslims 
in the Central Legislative Assembly. During the election campaign, Zamindar advised the Muslims to 
support the Muslim League candidates and said if by chance the candidates of the Muslim League faced 
defeat in the elections, that defeat would lead them to indicate only one thing, that the Muslim did not 
trust Muslim League. And its demand for Pakistan would not be taken seriously. The Muslims would 
have no choice but to accept the slavery of the Hindu majority. 78 So, on the result of 1946 election, 
India was partitioned and the Muslims of India were able to have their separate homeland, Pakistan. 
 
So, Zamindar under the editorship of Zafar Ali Khan proved itself a source History from 1909 – 
1947. It preserved a lot of material for the historians about the different issues of the Muslims in India 
and out of India, which they were facing at that time. It promoted the idea of Pan Islamism, highlighted 
the behavior of different political parties of India and their leaders, important pact between the parties 
during and after the Second World War and its impact on India politics, constitutional issues of the 
Muslim areas, re organization of the Muslim league which later became the sole representative of the 
Muslims of India, last but not the least, the paper played a significant role from 1940 – 1947 to deliver 
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